
Why A Monthly Newsletter Dedicated
to Regional and General Church News?

 

MORE!LEARN

30 years ago, Regional Churches also mailed newspapers to each member of the Local
Churches included as part of the Regional Church.  

I’m not sure when the Christian Church In Nebraska stopped mailing packets of paper,
but it was five years ago that we discontinued our print newspaper – just before I
arrived, we began an e-update.

Today, the Christian Church In Nebraska is re-tooling its communications in hopes
that we will be able to provide news that is relevant, timely, and inspiring.  We hope
that our weekly newsletters will find the mark --- at least most of the time.  

On the 3rd Wednesday of each month you will receive this edition of our e-Newsletter,
turning your attention to the Regional and General Churches. Because the Local,
Regional, and General Churches are in covenant with one another. That is to say that
the Regional Church cannot say ”I have no need of the Local or General Church.” Just
as Paul reminded the members of the church in Corinth, “the eye cannot say to the
hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” (I
Cor 12: 21)

We are one body. Expressed uniquely. Serving one God. In harmony. 

How the Regional Church fulfills its purpose has changed over the years. The value of
the Regional Church is expressed in The Design: "The Nature and Purpose of the
Regional Church is to nurture, support, and engage congregations as unique entities
and as gatherings of congregations related to one another in their mission."

One of the ways that we can fulfill our purpose as the Christian Church In Nebraska is
to provide information about what the other expressions of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) are doing to fulfill our purposes. That is, to share the good news of
how we are joined together in mission beyond the front doors of the Local Church, the
congregations where you worship and serve. Help us find “the mark” more frequently
by letting us know what is and is not working for you. 
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By Rev. Christopher B. Morton, Regional Minister
30 years ago news from the Regional and General Church came to us
via the mail – not Email, or web surfing, but 8 ½ X 11 pieces of paper,
or newsprint...  

30 years ago the Regional Churches sent out monthly packets of
page-after-page of mimeographed copies of flyers, meeting minutes,
and announcements. 

SAVE THE DATE! - June 5th
50% of donations remain here in
Nebraska. Please give generously

so that we continue to foster
Disciples, like Trinity Chapel,

Edenton CC, and the new church
in Lexington/Cozad.

Kamp Kaleo
Summer Kamp Registration
Local Church Resources
Cotner Training & Education
Cotner College Scholarships
Tri-Region Partnership
Initiative
2022 Regional Assembly
About the Regional Church

Have you visited the Christian
Church In Nebraska website
recently?... 

...We have made significant
changes to the look, feel, and

content of the site.
 

 I hope you’ll go and visit, maybe
even take 5 minutes to click on a
few of the new pages that most

interest you 
(www.disciples-ne.org)

 
Visit our site to see for yourself:

Where Do I Go for Regional and
General Church Information?

https://disciples-ne.org/cotner-college/scholarships/
https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/pentecost/
https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/pentecost/
https://disciples-ne.org/kampkaleo2022/
https://disciples-ne.org/youth-outdoor-ministries/
https://disciples-ne.org/congregational-resources/
https://disciples-ne.org/programs/
https://disciples-ne.org/cotner-college/scholarships/
https://disciples-ne.org/tri-region-partnership-initiative-kansas-kansas-city-nebraska/
https://disciples-ne.org/programs/regional-assembly/
https://disciples-ne.org/about/
https://disciples-ne.org/


In February (2022), the General Church Board met virtually, where we wrestled with some of the most relevant and
pernicious topics facing the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) General Church. 

Small groups met to enable a deeper engagement of the topics. Rev. Eileen Kunz (Christian Church In Nebraska’s
Regional Representative) sat in one small group, and Rev. Chris Morton sat in a different small group.  

The first small group session was a chance to look more deeply into each of the General Church Ministries’ and
Regional Churches’ Annual Reports (see side box for link to Christian Church In Nebraska’s Annual Report to the
General Church).  The common theme that seemed to emerge is that all of us are in a state of significant transitions
– often creating new structures to support newly defined purposes. 

“What about the way we are the church is not working?”  
“What might we try doing that will better enable us to live into our purpose, be fulfilling, and bring joy?” 

Our General Minister and President, Rev. Terri Hord Owens, names our need to “be the church!” bringing such
passion and energy every time she speaks.  But one person cannot transform the church alone.  So, she has
designed a number of ways for us to be involved, including Covenant Conversations, and General Church Board
meetings that better engage the whole branch of the vine that is the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Ideas
generated from conversations, then, need to be captured in writing, including re-writing The Design. 

The 2nd small group session was an opportunity to look at The Design, and some of the ways that the Governing
Committee of the General Church Board have explored as new ways that we might be the church.  Each question
posed was in service to our more fully being the church today. We explored the idea of having a hybrid General
Assembly every three years, with virtual gatherings each of the other two years.  We talked about the General
Church Board meeting more regularly than once-a-year, and each person serving the same 4-year term so that
there is greater consistency allowing for deeper engagement of the questions the church is facing.  Voting has
been the central decision-making approach of our church, but we explored other ways of making decisions that
might not be so divisive and might help us live into our sense of unity.  

By our 3rd small group people were comfortable with each other, and better 
able to get to the heart of the questions.  And in the 3rd small group we
talked about the structure of the General Church Board, and how to better 
support the General Church in fulfilling its purpose.  

It is good to be able to say that The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is
asking important questions of ourselves, engaging one another, sitting in the 
discomfort, and not reacting or imposing solutions.  Instead, we are adapting
 to the changes both within, and outside the church.  

Disciples Behavioral
Health Initiative

The General Church Board’s Annual Meeting

Omaha - Inglesia
Cristiana Disipulos

April 12

Grand Island FCC

Scottsbluff FCC

Chuukese CC
(Lexington/Cozad)

Nebraska Ecumenical
Partners

Meeting w/ Clergy

April 1

April 1-4

April 4

April 5

April 7

April 11

Meeting w/ ClergyApril 12
Falls City FCC
Search Committee

College of Regional
Ministers

Cotner College
Commission Mtg.

Regional Church
Staff Meeting

April 12

April 13

April 19

April 19

Hastings FCCApril 20

Creation Care Retreat
(DWM & DMM)

April 23

Ordination of Rev. Brandon Proffitt

Regional Church Budget
& Finance Committee

Tri-Region Partnership Initiative
Steering Committee Meeting 

Chaplains Bi-Weekly Zoom

Meeting w/ Clergy

Weekend Away w/ Siblings
(Starved Rock State Park in IL)

April 24

April 25

April 26

April 27

April 28

April 28

WHERE IS REGIONAL MINISTER, CHRIS?WHERE IS REGIONAL MINISTER, CHRIS?

General Church Board Update
The General Church Board met in
February and began the process

of re-electing Rev. Terri Hord
Owens to a 2nd Term.

Learn More... 

https://disciples.org/general/the-general-board-has-begun-the-process-for-re-electing-the-general-minister-and-president/
https://disciples.org/general/the-general-board-has-begun-the-process-for-re-electing-the-general-minister-and-president/

