
By Rev. Chris Morton, Regional Minister
 In 1968, when the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) was born into being, we

adopted The Design.  As the story is told to me, The Design was intended not to
be a Constitution and By Laws of this newly created Mainline Protestant
denomination, but an expression of what we believed to be God’s intended
design for the Church Universal.  

Man’s Disorder and God’s Design was the theme from the World Council of
Church’s first global gathering which sought to articulate what humanity
believed to be God’s desire and, therefore, God’s design for The Church.  The
Disciples of Christ took their cue from the WCC and sought to articulate God’s
Design for the Church in our document 20 years later.

Since 1968, of course, we have amended The Design.  I want to lift up two central
tenets of The Design: the concept of covenant, and congregations as unique
entities.  While membership in The Church only happens in the Local Church, or
congregation, the Local Church is in covenant with the Regional and General
Churches.  

To facilitate such covenantal communion,  the Christian Church In Nebraska is
seeking ways of recognizing the uniqueness of each congregation that is a part
of the Regional Church.  And this newsletter is dedicated to our uncovering,
discovering, and recovering your unique stories!  We want to help you tell the
story of the uniqueness of the congregations where you worship each Sunday. 
 So that others can celebrate wit you, and so that we can learn from each other
directly.  

Your story is unique.  May it be so.  And may it be told.  Here, and in the months
and years to come.  Celebrate with us the story of other unique expressions of
God’s amazing grace, and bring your story to the eyes and ears of your
covenantal partners in this journey to fulfill God’s desires and designs for The
Church.  

Trauma-Informed Church
In Pandemic Recovery

 
                        @ 2 p.m. CST

 
How do we walk alongside each other
during these times? For many of us,
these last two years have been surreal.
What used to be a “regular” day
continues to look and feel like any
other day, but for some reason there
seems to be an extra weightiness
added. Day after day. For more than 2
years now. So much so that the folks
who deal with helping us to better
understand our emotions and
behaviors are saying that we have been
traumatized. And it’s so true for most
(if not all) of us that we are
experiencing a traumatized church.
Maybe that’s some of what you
experience in the church where you
worship today. Added to the way that
the pandemic has affected our
experiences each day, there have been
other realities that have exploded on
our TVs and radios, in our newspapers,
and on social media – like wars, and
tensions with the police, and
politics/elections. 

 - What does it mean to be trauma-
informed? 
 - How do we respond well when we
are with someone who seems to have
been traumatized? 
- What spiritual practices can we put in
place so that we can remain centered
when dealing with trauma?  

The Church can be a community of
care during these times. Do you want
to learn how?   

Join New Church Ministry as they
explore these questions, and more,
with people who are well-informed and
deeply rooted in The Church.
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Congregations as Unique Entities
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Please send your photos and short descriptions/brief
articles (less than 100 words) to Nathan Jones at

candomgr@ccnebr.org. Every congregation has unique
ideas and events worth highlighting! 

https://archived.oikoumene.org/en/about-us/organizational-structure/assembly/past-wcc-assemblies/
https://newchurchministry.org/new-church-ministry-resources/new-church-hacks/page/3/
https://newchurchministry.org/new-church-ministry-resources/new-church-hacks/page/3/
https://newchurchministry.org/new-church-ministry-resources/new-church-hacks/page/3/
https://newchurchministry.org/new-church-ministry-resources/new-church-hacks/page/3/
mailto:candomgr@ccnebr.org


Trinity Chapel - The Cross 

Regional Calendar

April 27th - Chaplains Zoom Call

April 28th - Youth & Outdoor
Ministries Committee

May 9 - Continuing Review
Committee Meeting

May 2nd - Regional Staff Meeting

May 5th - Eastern NE Clergy Cluster

On Silent Saturday, the choir of Iglesia
Cristiana Discipulos sang aloud, El Misterio del

Calvery – in case you need that translated,
that is: The Mystery of Calvary.  

 
Watching is an incredible experience – the
visuals and music are well worth your time!

Walking the Stations of the Cross is a
time-honored tradition in many
congregations, including this year at
Trinity Chapel Church located just
outside of Lincoln.  

 
Trinity Chapel Church completed the
affiliation process and became a new

congregation in the Christian Church In
Nebraska in 2019.

The leadership of the congregation called
Brandon Proffitt to serve as the Student
Minister in February 2020.  

Iglesia Cristiana Discipulos Event

Following a recent Sunday Morning Worship, the Minden Congregation
opened their fellowship hall doors for a Potato Bar lunch event! 

The event was planned in good time, allowing for members to commit
their various gifts and talents to collectively offer an incredible meal.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9xnM1soFNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9xnM1soFNI
https://www.facebook.com/groups/887960598043351

