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COTNER COLLEGE EDUCATIONAL MINISTRIES 
 

P.O. Box 6337 --  Lincoln, Nebraska 68506 
Telephone:  402.476.0359    Toll Free:  800.580.8851 

www.disciples-ne.org 
 

Scholarship Fund Guidelines 

 

Cotner College Educational Ministries has a variety of named funds held at the Christian Church 
Foundation.  Through the generosity of the donors who have contributed to these more than 30 named-
funds, Cotner College receives a distribution from the Christian Church Foundation.  That annual 
distribution is what Cotner College, then, can make available to fulfill the intention of the donors of each 
named fund.   
 
The Cotner College Board and Staff have worked closely with the Christian Church Foundation staff, as 
well as the staff at Treasury Services of the Office of General Minister and President, to create three 
possible scholarship categories by pooling the related Named Funds into one of the following 
Scholarship Funds.   
 
Beginning in June 2021, Cotner College will make funds available to applicants.  Please carefully read the 
background descriptions of each type of Scholarship Fund, and the process and timeframe detailed 
below.  
 
SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS:  
1. Educational Leadership Ministry (ELM) – Since 1998, Cotner College has offered a three-year 

program known as Education for Lay Ministers which.  Recognizing that not all of the ELM 
participants were preparing themselves to become Commissioned Ministers, in 2014 ELM was re-
named  Educational Leadership Ministry.  While the name changed, the design and character of the 
education program retained its unique characteristic of students becoming partners in a learning 
cohort for people who wanted to deepen and strengthen their personal faith and serve The Church 
in a variety of possible roles and functions.   

 
Members of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) who are interested in committing to 
participate in a learning cohort for a three-year period are eligible for scholarship funds.  Currently, 
ELM students are able to take courses on-line through  Phillips Theological Seminary’s Certificate In 
Pastoral Ministry (Center for Ministry and Lay Training - Phillips Theological Seminary (ptstulsa.edu) 
).  Cotner College/Christian Church In Nebraska will begin hosting quarterly cohort gatherings in the 
Summer of 2021 for ELM participants, present and past.   
 
ELM Scholarship Funds may be used to offset tuition and fees for courses at Phillips Theological 
Seminary, as well as related costs for travel, books, and study supplies.  Additionally, quarterly 
cohort participants can apply to receive up to one-half of the cost for the gathering, based upon 
financial need.  

 
 
 

http://www.disciples-ne.org/
https://www.ptstulsa.edu/prospective-students/programs-of-study/non-credit-programs/center-for-ministry-and-lay-training/
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2. Higher Education – Currently, there is a single scholarship fund that is dedicated for members of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) who are attending an accredited seminary.  For more details 
about eligibility, please contact the Regional Minister, Rev. Chris Morton, at regmin@ccnebr.org, or 
402-476-0359. 

3. Leadership Development – Church leaders, both existing and emerging, have ample opportunities 
to grow in their knowledge, hone their skills, and deepen their faith as they help our Local Churches 
navigate the ever-changing terrain of the external, socio-, geo-, political landscape, as well as our 
internal ecclesiological  landscapes.  Whether there are college and/or seminary courses, workshops 
and conferences, on-line opportunities, or training programs (e.g., Stephens Ministries, Church 
Nurse/Wellness Ministry), you may be eligible for a scholarship.  Additionally, because this category 
of scholarships can be used to support ELM participants, and students of higher education of any 
kind.   

 
PROCESS FOR APPLYING: 
Cotner College has re-designed the application process, including creating a single application form that 
is available on the Christian Church In Nebraska web site:  www.disciples-ne.org and going to the Cotner 
College web page. 
 

Application deadlines, timing for review, and notifications of decisions is detailed in the matrix 
below:   
 

Application Deadline Date Reviewed by  Notification of Decision by 

March 31st  May 10th  May 31st  

June 30th  August 10th  August 31st  

September 30th  November 10th  November 30th  

December 31st  February 10th  February 28th  

 
The annual distribution for each scholarship category will be spent down as is available 
throughout the year (see Funds Available section below for details). 

 
DECISION-MAKING PROCESS AND TIMEFRAME: 

 
The Cotner College Board of Directors will review each application themselves and make a 
decision about each application.  The Cotner College Board has the kind of wisdom, experience, 
and sensitivities to the review process of scholarship applications.  Their review will include 
considerations such as being consistent with donor and scholarship categories’ intent, having 
integrity with the spirit of Cotner College, and an abiding commitment to the future 
development of leaders who are serving, and will serve the Church in any of its expressions.   

 
FUNDS AVAILABLE: 
 

Scholarship Category Average Annual Distributions (a.o. 2020) 

Education for Leadership Ministries $300 per year 

Higher Education/Seminary $2,500/year 

Leadership Development  $14,500/year 

 

mailto:regmin@ccnebr.org
http://www.disciples-ne.org/
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The Cotner College Board of Directors suspended all scholarships since April 2018.  As of December 31, 
2020, there are existing funds that have been carried over from previous years of funds not being 
awarded for scholarships. 
 
Carry-Over Funds – Special Allocation Available in 2021-2023 
For the next three years, 2021-2023, the carry-over funds for each scholarship category will be awarded 
until they are spent down. Then, the only funds that will be available will be the annual distributions (as 
reported above as annual averages).  Applicants can apply for educational programs that fit one, or 
more of the following categories. 
 

Scholarship Category Carry-Over Funds Available (for next 3 years) 

Education for Leadership Ministries $13,296 

Higher Education/Seminary $8,599 

Leadership Development  $91,782 

 
Seminary Students: 
Because there are significant funds in some of the scholarship categories, the Cotner College Board of 
Directors has agreed to make scholarships available from the scholarship categories of Higher 
Education/Seminary and Leadership Development for members of a Local Church in the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) In Nebraska Region who have attended and/or completed seminary any time 
between 2010 and 2020. 
 
 


